AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§3430.903

acquired, and the responsibilities ex-
pected of all project personnel.

Regular project proposal means an ap-
plication for a project:

(1) Where the applicant institution/
organization will be the sole entity in-
volved in the execution of the project;
or

(2) Which will involve the applicant
institution/organization and one or
more other entities, but where the in-
volvement of the other entity(ies) does
not meet the requirements for a joint
proposal as defined in this section.

Rural Area means any area other
than a city or town that has a popu-
lation of 50,000 inhabitants and the ur-
banized area contiguous and adjacent
to such a city or town.

Technology Development means the
practical application of knowledge to
address specific State, regional, or
community opportunities in the bio-
energy, pulp and paper manufacturing,
or agriculture-based renewable energy
occupations. NOTE: In general, tech-
nology is more than the development
of a single product, but is instead a
system of related products, procedures
and services to ensure a systems ap-
proach to address a specific issue.

Training means the planned and sys-
tematic acquisition of practical knowl-
edge, skills or competencies required
for a trade, occupation or profession
delivered by formal classroom instruc-
tion, laboratory instruction, or
practicum experience.

[74 FR 45973, Sept. 4, 2009, as amended at 75
FR 59060, Sept. 27, 2010]

§3430.903 Eligibility.

Applications may be submitted by ei-
ther:

(a) Public or private nonprofit com-
munity colleges, or

(b) Advanced technological centers,
either of which must:

(1) Be located in a rural area (see defi-
nition in §3430.902);

(2) Have been in existence as of June
18, 2008;

(3) Participate in agricultural or bio-
energy research and applied research;

(4) Have a proven record of develop-
ment and implementation of programs
to meet the needs of students, edu-
cators, and business and industry to
supply the agriculture-based, renew-
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able energy or pulp and paper manufac-
turing fields with certified technicians,
as determined by the Secretary; and

(5) Have the ability to leverage exist-
ing partnerships and occupational out-
reach and training programs for sec-
ondary schools, 4-year institutions, and
relevant nonprofit organizations.

§3430.904 Project types and priorities.

For each RFA, NIFA may develop
and include the appropriate project
types and focus areas based on the crit-
ical needs identified through stake-
holder input and deemed appropriate
by NIFA.

(a) In addition, priority in funding
shall be given to eligible entities work-
ing in partnerships to:

(1) Improve information-sharing ca-
pacity;

(2) Maximize the ability to meet the
requirements of the RFA; and

(3) To address the following two RTP
goals:

(i) To increase the number of stu-
dents encouraged to pursue and com-
plete a 2-year postsecondary degree, or
a certificate of completion, within an
occupational focus of this grant pro-
gram; and

(ii) To assist rural communities by
helping students achieve their career
goals to develop a viable workforce for
bioenergy, pulp and paper manufac-
turing, or agriculture-based renewable
energy.

(b) Applicants may submit applica-
tions for one of the three project types:

(1) Regular project proposal (the ap-
plicant executes the project without
the requirement of sharing grant funds
with other project partners);

(2) Joint project proposal (the appli-
cant executes the project with assist-
ance from at least one additional part-
ner and must share grant funds with
the additional partner(s)); and

(3) Conference/planning grant to fa-
cilitate strategic planning session(s).

§3430.905 Funding restrictions.

(a) Prohibition against construction.
Grant funds awarded under this author-
ity may not be used for the renovation
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or refurbishment of research, edu-
cation, or extension space; the pur-
chase or installation of fixed equip-
ment in such space; or the planning, re-
pair, rehabilitation, acquisition, or
construction of buildings or facilities.

(b) Prohibition on tuition remission.
Tuition remission (e.g., scholarships,
fellowships) is not allowed.

(c) Indirect costs. Subject to §3430.54,
indirect costs are allowable with the
exception of indirect costs for Con-
ference/Planning grants, which are not
allowed.

§3430.906 Matching requirements.

There are no matching requirements
for grants under this subpart.

§3430.907 Stakeholder input.

NIFA shall seek and obtain stake-
holder input through a variety of fo-
rums (e.g., public meetings, requests
for input and/or Web site), as well as
through a notice in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, from the following entities:

(a) Community college(s).

(b) Advanced technological center(s),
located in rural area, for technology
development, applied research, and/or
training.

§3430.908 Review criteria.

Evaluation criteria. NIFA shall evalu-
ate project proposals according to the
following factors:

(a) Potential for Advancing Quality
of Technology Development, Applied
Research, and/or Training/Significance
of the Program.

(b) Proposed Approach and Coopera-
tive Linkages.

(c) Institution Organization Capa-
bility and Capacity Building.

(d) Key Personnel.

(e) Budget and Cost-Effectiveness.

§3430.909 Other considerations.

(a) Amount of grants. An applicant for
a regular project proposal (single insti-
tution/organization) under this subpart
may request up to $125,000 (total
project, not per year). An applicant for
a joint project proposal (applicant plus
one or more partners) under this sub-
part may request up to $300,000 (total
project, not per year). A conference/
planning grant applicant may request

§3430.1002

up to $10,000 (total project/not per
year).

(b) Duration of grants. The term of a
grant for a standard RTP project under
this subpart shall not exceed 5 years.
No-cost extensions of time beyond the
maximum award terms will not be con-
sidered or granted.

Subpart N [Reserved]
Subpart O—Sun Grant Program

SOURCE: 75 FR 70580, Nov. 18, 2010, unless
otherwise noted.

§3430.1000 Applicability of
tions.

regula-

The regulations in this subpart apply
to the Federal assistance awards made
under the program authorized under
section 7526 of the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (FCEA), Pub. L.
110-246 (7 U.S.C. 8114).

§3430.1001 Purpose.

In carrying out the program, NIFA is
authorized to make awards under sec-
tion 7526 of the FCEA to eligible enti-
ties (as designated in section
7526(b)(1)(A)—(F) of the FCEA) to fund
subgrants and activities that:

(a) Enhance national energy security
through the development, distribution,
and implementation of biobased energy
technologies;

(b) Promote diversification in, and
the environmental sustainability of,
agricultural production in the United
States through biobased energy and
product technologies;

(c) Promote economic diversification
in rural areas of the United States
through biobased energy and product
technologies; and

(d) Enhance the efficiency of bio-
energy and biomass research and devel-
opment programs through improved co-
ordination and collaboration among
the Department, the Department of
Energy, and land-grant colleges and
universities.

§3430.1002

The definitions specific to the Sun
Grant Program are from the author-
izing legislation, the National Program

Definitions.
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